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End Government-Funded Abortions 

 

We must repeal and replace Obamacare so we can end government-funded 
elective abortion coverage under this massive new government funding 
stream.  
 

• Obamacare departed from the over thirty-year bipartisan effort to prevent 

government money from funding abortion and abortion coverage.   During 

the previous thirty years, Republicans and Democrats annually worked 

together to add language to the Labor/Health and Human Services and other 

Appropriations bills that prohibited federal funds from paying for elective 

abortions under federal programs including Medicare, Medicaid, federal 

employee health benefits program, international aid and other programs.  

The best-known example of this language is the Hyde Amendment.  

• According to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and other pro-life 

organizations, Obamacare allows government subsidies to be used for health 

insurance plans that include abortion coverage because the Democrats failed 

to incorporate language consistent with the Hyde Amendment in the final 

legislation and instead incorporated a system of accounting gimmicks 

instead of the Hyde prohibition on funding for abortion coverage. 

• Obamacare also will allow $11 billion in taxpayer funds to be used for 

abortions at Community Health Centers.   

• During the final debate on Obamcare, then-Congressman Stupak claimed 

that the Hyde Amendment language was not necessary because Executive 

Order 13535, issued by President Obama, would prevent government from 

paying for health insurance plans that include abortions and from being to 

pay for abortions at Community Health Centers.  Yet, the Executive Order 
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reiterates the exact same accounting gimmicks contained in the statute.  

These accounting gimmicks are in direct conflict with the policies contained 

in longstanding abortion funding bans governing other federal prorams.  

Furthermore the portion of the Executive Order regarding Community 

Health Centers is vulnerable to being overturned because Executive Orders 

do not override statutory language.   

• On July 1, New Mexico started a federally funded high risk pool program 

that explicitly covered elective abortions.  Similarly Pennsylvania and 

Maryland high risk pool programs appeared to be prepared to fund elective 

abortion.  According to the bipartisan Congressional Research Services, 

these plans were not prohibited by the Obama Executive Order.  The 

Administration stopped New Mexico and other states from covering these 

procedures only after public outrage forced them to do so and the head of the 

White House Office of Health Reform, Nancy-Ann DeParle issued a 

statement clarifying that the policy against abortion funding in high risk 

pools “is not a precedent for other programs or policies” under Obamacare.    


