
 
 

Claim and Response: Addressing the Democrats’ False Choices in ObamaCare 
 

Claim:  Repeal would disrupt or deny millions of Americans health benefits they now receive 

Response:  Democrats are forcing a false choice between meaningful reforms and a government 

takeover of health care. The American people want sensible improvements to the nation’s health care 

system, but don’t believe it should be paid for with new mandates, tax hikes, and $2.6 trillion in new 

government spending. Republicans have and continue to support commonsense reforms, like expanding 

coverage for individuals with preexisting conditions and extending parental coverage to young adults up 

to the age of 26. We can move forward with these types of meaningful reforms without launching a  

government takeover of health care. 

 

Claim: Repeal would increase health care costs on employers 

Response: Repeal of ObamaCare would eliminate a costly new mandate requiring employers with more 

than 50 employees to choose between providing government-approved health care or paying a $2,000 

penalty per employee (after the first 30 employees). A small business with 50 employees that doesn’t 

provide government-approved health insurance would be hit with $42,000 in new government penalties 

simply by hiring one more worker. These penalties take effect in 2014, and already, the threat of higher 

costs is undermining job creation. An analysis of the Democrats’ health care law by the chief actuary for 

Medicare discovered two disturbing realities: 1. ObamaCare has only exacerbated the challenge of rising 

health care costs, with total costs expected to rise by $311 billion over the next ten years; and 2. In the 

first five years, the employer mandate will cost employers roughly $87 billion in penalties paid to the 

federal government. In short, ObamaCare has forced employers to choose between unsustainable 

health care costs or government penalties. 

 

Claim: Repeal would eliminate tax credits for small businesses 

Response:  In less than 5 years, the Democrats’ health care law eliminates the so-called small business 

tax relief. Not only is this supposed relief temporary, its complex requirements provide a perverse 

incentive for small businesses to keep wages low and to hire fewer workers. The National Center for 

Policy Analysis reports that “the credit is arbitrarily reduced as firms grow, penalizing employers that 

hire more workers or increase their salaries.” Bill Rys, a tax counsel with the National Federation of 

Independent Business, has stated, “The fact that you’re losing a portion of the credit because you 

brought in a new employee is going to have to factor into the cost of who you’re hiring."  

 

Claim: Repeal is violating an open legislative process that was important to passing health care reform 

Response: After months of public outrage, Democrats jammed through Congress a more than 2,700-

page health care bill drafted by the Democratic leadership of the United States Senate. No legislative 

hearing, committee consideration, or amendments were allowed by the House Democratic leadership 

before the bill was signed into law by President Obama. The Republican proposal provides each Member 

of Congress with an opportunity to vote “yes” or “no” on repealing the Democrats’ government 

takeover of health care. The Republican proposal will also allow the country to undertake a process that 



will engage every member of Congress and the American public in developing meaningful health care 

reform.  

 

Claim: Repeal is shutting out the voices of the American people 

Response: After months of consultation and input from the American people, House Republicans 

drafted and released last September the Pledge to America. Republicans promised in the Pledge to 

repeal Obamacare and replace it with real reform to lower the costs of health care. The American 

people have rejected the Democrats’ health care law and Republicans are fulfilling our pledge to cast 

our votes to repeal and replace it. 

 

 


