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The following interim legislative “scorecard” was produced by Montana Conservatives.  TAB measures the percentage of the time each legislator supports the conservative position on key legislation.  We examine every bill that receives a recorded floor vote, asking the fundamental question: does this legislation increase or decrease the presence of government in our lives?

Votes for larger, more powerful, more intrusive and more expensive government are interpreted as “liberal” or leftist positions.  Votes for smaller government, lower taxes, fewer regulations and more individual and economic freedom are interpreted as “conservative” positions.  Other traditional conservative positions, including government transparency, competitive free markets, states rights and educational choice are also taken into account.

What makes TAB such a reliable rating system is the fact that it is tied to no particular industry or interest group, and uses bills that span a wide range of issues and public policies, from taxing and spending to education, welfare, business regulation, government reform, subsidies and interventions, property rights and personal liberty.  TAB uses a very high number of votes in our ratings, which helps ensure objectivity and accuracy.

On the following pages are listed the individual conservative percentages for all legislators through the transmittal break, separated by house and by party.  Rankings are divided into four categories: conservative, conservative-leaning, liberal-leaning and liberal.  Newcomers (freshmen with no prior experience) are bolded.  Incumbents who registered an improvement of 15% or more from their last session scores are denoted in blue; those whose conservative scores dropped 15% or more are indicated in red. 

Every Democratic legislator scored in the liberal range (none over 13%.) Republicans were once again spread across the political spectrum, with more of the GOP residing left-of-center than right-of-center: 22 Conservative, 21 Conservative Leaning, 20 Liberal Leaning and 33 Liberal (largest group.)  

Overall House and Senate conservative voting percentages through the break:




House Average --  35%




House Republicans --  49%




House Democrats  --  8%




Senate Average --  27%




Senate Republicans  --  45%




Senate Democrats  --  5%

Compared to the full session TAB ratings for the 2009 legislature, the State Senate has thus far posted an 8 point improvement among Republicans, with Democrats unchanged.  House Republicans are unchanged from 2011; Democrats have improved by 7 points.

The bills used in each house for our survey are listed at the end of the report, with Montana Conservatives support or opposition noted.  There were 38 House bills indexed and 22 Senate.    As in the past, the majority of good index bills that reached the House and Senate floors were government growth measures that we opposed.  Most of the strong conservative legislation was still getting killed in committee, despite heavy Republican majorities in this session.

……………………

HOUSE REPUBLICANS

Conservative -- 18

Krayton Kerns  --  100



Dan Kennedy  --  95

Bob Wagner  --  92

Alan Hale  --  87

Dan Skattum  --  87

James Knox  --  86

Jerry Bennett  --  82

Champ Edmunds  --  82

Derek Skees  --  82

Lee Randall  --  79

Carey Smith  --  79

Michael More  --  76

Mark Blasdel  --  74

Mike Miller  --  74

Austin Knudsen  --  68

Ryan Osmundson  --  68

Gordon Vance  --  68

Conservative Leaning  -- 13

Douglas Kary  --  63

Tom McGillvray  --  63

Jerry O’Neil  --  63

Tom Burnett  --  62

Bill Harris  --  62

Gordon Hendrick  --  58

Kris Hansen  --  55

Mike Cuffe  --  54

Matt Rosendale  --  53

Bill Beck  --  50

Kelly Flynn  --  50

David Howard  --  50

Keith Regier  --  50

Joanne Blyton -- 66

Liberal Leaning  --  13

Pat Ingraham  --  47

John Esp  --  45

Joe Read  --  45

Pat Connell  --  44

Wayne Stahl  --  44

Cleve Loney  --  42

Jon McNiven  --  42

Wendy Warburton  --  42

Ken Peterson  --  41

Christy Clark  --  39

Steve Lavin  --  39

Dan Salomon  --  39

Randy Brodehl  --  37

Liberal  --  24

Ted Washburn  --  35

Ron Ehli   --  34

Janna Taylor  --  34

Edward Greef  --  30

Sterling Small  --  30

Mike Milburn  --  26

Scott Reichner  --  26

Don Roberts  --  24

Elsie Artzen  --  21

Roy Hollandsworth  --  21

Jesse O’Hara  --  21

Max Yates  --  21

Lila Evans  --  20

Walter McNutt  --  19

Jeff Welborn  --  18

Steve Gibson  --  16

Brian Hoven  --  16

Tom Berry  --  13

Rob Cook  --  13

Harry Klock  --  11

Gary MacLaren  --  11

Duane Ankney  --  8

Steve Fitzpatrick  --  5

Liz Bangerter  --  0

HOUSE DEMOCRATS

Conservative  --  0
Conservative Leaning  --  0

Liberal Leaning  --  0

Liberal  --  32

Bob Melhoff  --  13

Dick Barrett  --  11

Bryce Bennett  --  11

Tim Furey  --  11

Ellie Hill  --  11

Sue Malek  --  11

Carolyn Pease-Lopez  --  11

Jon Sesso  --  11

Frank Smith  --  11

Cynthia Hiner  --  9

Virginia Court  --  8

Betsy Hands  --  8

Galen Hollenbaugh  --  8

Margaret MacDonald  --  8

Edith McClafferty  --  8

Pat Noonan  --  8

Jean Price  --  8

Michele Reinhart  --  8

Diane Sands – 8

Trudi Schmidt – 8

Carolyn Squires  --  8

Kathy Swanson  --  8

Kathleen Williams  --  8

Carlie Boland  --  5

Robyn Driscoll  --  5

Chuck Hunter  --  5

Mary McNally  --  5

Mike Menahan  --  5

Franke Wilmer  --  5

Tony Belcourt  --  3

Bill McChesney  --  3

Mike Phillips  --  3

(note: Democratic spread not considered statistically significant.)

SENATE REPUBLICANS

Conservative  --  4

Greg Hinkle  --  86

Joe Balyeat  --  77

John Sonju  --  77

Bob Lake  --  77

Conservative Leaning  --  8

Jason Priest  --  64
John Brenden  --  63

Chas Vincent  --  62
Verdell Jackson  --  59

Ed Walker  --  59

Don Steinbeisser  --  55

Carmine Mowbray  --  50

Art Wittich  --  50

Liberal Leaning  --  7

Dave Lewis  --  45

Bruce Tutvedt  --  45
Terry Murphy  --  41

Ron Arthun  --  36

Ed Buttrey  --  36

Rowlie Hutton  --  36

Jim Shockley  --  36
Liberal  --  9

Jeff Essmann  --  32

Alan Olson  --  32

Rick Ripley  --  27

Debby Barrett  --  27

Eric Moore  --  27

Ryan Zinke  --  24

Llew Jones  --  18

Jim Peterson  --  18

Taylor Brown  --  14

SENATE DEMOCRATS

Conservatives  --  0

Conservative Leaning  --  0

Liberal Leaning  --  0

Liberal  --  22

Anders Blewett  --  10

Jim Keane  --  9

Kendall VanDyke – 9

Ron Erickson  --  4

Steve Gallus  --  4

Kim Gillan  --  4

Bradley Hamlett  --  4

Larry Jent  --  4

Cliff Larsen  --  4

Gene Vuckovich  --  4

David Wanzenried – 4

Carol Williams – 4

Jonathan Windy Boy – 4

Shannon Augare  --  0

Gary Branae  --  0

Mary Caferro  --  0

Tom Facey  --  0

Bob Hawks  --  0

Christine Kaufmann  --  0

Lynda Moss  --  0

Sharon Stewart-Peregoy  --  0

Mitch Tropila  --  0

(note: Democratic spread not considered statistically significant.)

House Bills Used – MC Supports

HB 71, 154, 227, 271, 381, 382, 384, 471, 492, 534, 542;  HJ 14, 20

House Bills Used -- MC Opposes

HB 25, 35, 81, 90, 94, 110, 114, 186, 188, 198, 274, 324, 336, 379, 403, 421, 475, 496, 508, 523, 563, 565, 573, 594

Senate Bills Used  -- MC Supports

SB 270, 303, 388

Senate Bills Used  -- MC Opposes

SB 2, 5, 23, 57, 81, 113, 126, 141, 191, 204, 208, 260, 269, 285, 287, 294, 359, 366, 385

